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July 5, 2020

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Members,
Last week the province announced that Peel region along with the City of Toronto will move to Stage
2.
As the SSC is in the Region of Peel, this progression to Stage 2 will further relax some of the
restrictions that have been imposed by the Region of Peel health department and the province.
However, it will not be business as usual, at least for the time being until we get to Stage 3 and
beyond.

Based on the information we have at present the following measures will remain in effect:
Cottage owners, 2020 SSC Season’s Pass holders and daily visitors are permitted on the
grounds.
Social gatherings are still to be limited to 10 people and social distancing at these gatherings
must be observed.
Social distancing and other practices such as hand washing and not visiting the SSC if you
suspect you have been exposed to COVID-19 or if you have COVID-19 still remain in effect.
Playgrounds will remain closed.
Recreational activities or areas that do not allow for two-metre physical distancing between
patrons are not permitted.
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weekends. We will be posting the gate schedule in the coming week and Olga will be contacting the
persons scheduled to discuss the protocols to be followed. The kitchen and refreshment (i.e. sports
deck) schedules will not resume at this time.
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The transition to Stage 2 affects two amenities at the SSC; specifically the Pool and the Washrooms.

POOL
I believe we are all grateful that outdoor pools are on the Stage 2 list of amenities allowed to open.
A few weeks ago we took the first steps in getting the pool ready for opening by removing the pool
cover and cleaning up the pool. Since then, we have repaired some minor winter damage to the tile
work, diligently worked on adjusting the pool water chemistry (which normally takes a couple of
weeks), and arranged for the mandatory pre-opening inspection by the Region of Peel (scheduled
for this coming Friday July 10th). The region has not been inspecting or scheduling pool inspections
while we were in stage 1.
Other than being a couple of weeks behind schedule, the opening activities may appear normal to
the SSC community. However, behind the scenes we are finalizing all the new documentation and
rules that are required to be in place and approved by the Region of Peel before we are allowed to
open the pool. Like every other organization, we are required to have a written operating protocol
on how we will comply with the current Stage 2 guidelines.
Once the COVID-19 protocols for the pool is reviewed and approved by the Region of Peel, we will
be emailing it out to the cottage owners and season pass holders, as well as posting them at the
entrance to the pool. Social distancing must be maintained even in the pool area.

So here are some of the changes everyone should expect to see:
Please note these are subject to change based on a Review by the Region of Peel later this week.
Entrance to and exit from the pool will be using separate gates, thus individuals will be entering
by the normal entrance by the shower, and exiting the pool via the gates in the deep end. No
two-way traffic allowed on the deck or by the shower entrance.
A strict limit to the number of people that can be within the fenced area of the pool (adults &
children);
Weekdays – no more than 30 people at one time
Weekends – no more than 50 people at one time.
As the pool deck can only be used for entrance and exit to the water, the deck areas are not to
be used for any form of lounging, sitting, sun bathing, socializing, etc. Feel free to use areas
outside the pool (grass areas) for these activities while respecting social distancing.
To give everyone an opportunity to use the pool we will be imposing a 1-hour time limit. More
to follow on this later this week. In general:
We will start letting people into an empty pool area at 1-hour intervals.
At 45 minutes, we will be asking people to exit the pool ensuring it is cleared by the top of
the hour.
At the top of the hour, we will let people back into the pool (i.e. those that have been
waiting to get in) and if there is still space available those that just exited can re-enter.
We are required to log the names, dates, phone numbers and email addresses of everyone using
the pool. We are currently working on a plan on how to best achieve this. We will most likely need
to have a designated pool gate attendant to record all the necessary information, especially on

weekends.
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Please understand that these are conditions which we are required to meet and that they are
imposed by the Region of Peel and the province of Ontario. We, the Committee, ask that you work
with the gate attendants and lifeguards to make this process go smoothly. The Region of Peel does
periodic inspections during the summer (unannounced and at any time) and they have the authority
to close down the pool if we are not following the rules. I ask that you all be patient and that we all
work together as members of the Farma to make the most out of what we will be given for the 2020
season.

WASHROOMS
Main Washroom
We will be staging the opening of the main washroom as follows:
July 5th

: open

July 6th – 10th

: closed

July

11th

: open for the season.

We will be cleaning the washroom on the weekends and posting the cleaning schedule on the
bulletin board in the hallway. We will also attempt to sanitize the high touch surfaces during the
week and will make note of that on the cleaning schedule.
Hall Washroom
Although the water has been on to the hall for a few weeks without issue, our water monitoring
system alarmed us of a potential leak on Thursday June 25th. On Saturday June 27th we
discovered that the 45 year old hot and cold pipes, which are buried under the floor slab, had burst,
causing a small flood in the women’s washroom. As a result, the hall washrooms are out of
commission until further notice.
We do not know the exact location of the leak, and since we do not want to break up the floor and
walls looking for it, we need to find an alternate route to install new water piping. Since the floor is
slab on grade and the walls are concrete block, this is a significant amount of work. As part of this
re-piping effort, all of the sinks, toilets and urinals will need to be re-supplied, This will involve
getting in behind the counters, walls and tiles. In addition to the re-piping, there is also some water
damage to the cabinets in the women’s washroom which will need to be repaired.

CONSTRUCTION EFFORTS
Making the most of the slow start to the season has definitely been the theme of the last 7 weeks as
it relates to the ongoing construction effort.
I would like to thank all of the people that have come out and helped those efforts. We have had a
wonderful turnout with many members coming out almost every weekend. Most of these days we
put in a solid 12 hours of work. Although we will be ramping down our efforts in July and August so
that we can all enjoy some much needed rest and relaxation with our families, we still have some
residual work scheduled. We hope to take advantage of the dry weather in the coming weeks to
complete the grading in areas such as the Valley and the Chapel area, that are always too soft in the
spring. We also hope to complete the trenching, installation of manholes and pipe to the other side
of the toll collection gate.
A sincere THANK YOU to all that have come out and helped since mid-May! We could not have
achieved all of this without your hard work and support.

Iskrena hvala!
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May you and your family continue to stay safe and stay healthy!
John Kuri

THE GYPSY MOTH INFESTATION
Have you found yourself under a tree at the SSC, looking around to determine where that "raining"
sound is coming from on a beautiful and sunny day? Well, you are not alone. That is the sound of
caterpillar poop raining down from the trees that are being voraciously devoured by the gypsy moth
larvae. The 2020 season is shaping up to be the year of the gypsy moth invasion!
The gypsy moth was introduced into North America in 1869 from Europe and quickly became
an invasive species. The gypsy moth is a major forest pest concern because the caterpillar, or larva
stage of the insect, eats the leaves of trees, defoliating them which makes them more susceptible to
disease and damage from other insects. Continued defoliation of trees can lead to their decline and
eventual death.
A single gypsy moth caterpillar can eat an average of one square metre of leaves in their lifetime.
Knowing the gypsy moth’s life cycle is important to know how to manage its spread. There are four
main stages of the gypsy moth life cycle: egg masses, larva/caterpillar, pupa, and adult moths.
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EGG MASSES:
Gypsy moth egg masses are typically laid on branches and trunks of trees, but may be found in any
sheltered location, including rocks, foliage and vehicles. Female gypsy moths are flightless, so they
lay eggs on a surface near where they emerged from their pupa.
The larva inside the egg becomes fully developed in about one month. The egg clusters can
withstand freezing temperatures over the winter months. Egg clusters contain from 100 to 1000
eggs.
LARVAE
Larvae (aka caterpillars) emerge from egg masses in the spring. Most larvae hatch within a week,
but can take as long as a month. The larva will disperse by hanging from silk threads and waiting
for the wind to send them aloft.
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The larva willPast
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feed on leaves in the daytime, primarily in the morning and lateTranslate
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larva grow, the feeding becomes a nocturnal activity after which they will return to their resting
places at dawn, hiding under flaps of bark, in crevices, or under branches - any place that provides
protection.
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PUPAE
The larvae reach maturity between mid-June and early July, then enter the pupal stage, during
which larvae change into adult moths. Pupation lasts from 14–17 days.

Pupa

ADULT MOTHS
Moths usually emerge from pupae in July, but it can vary with population density and climate. The
brown male gypsy moth emerges first, usually one or two days before the females do.
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Adult male gypsy moth

Adult moths live about one week. The reproductive chance for females lasts about two days, with
the pheromone for attracting males being diminished by the third day. Females lay their eggs on
trees, shrubs, rocks, vehicles, and plants of many types. The eggs are covered with a peachy fuzz
that can cause serious rashes if touched by bare skin.
MANAGING THE GYPSY MOTH POPULATION
The Town of Caledon does not engage in mass application of pesticide to control the gypsy moth
population. Furthermore, the Town does not provide any resources for private property. Private
property owners are advised to consult with their chosen tree care professional to determine the
best way to manage the gypsy moth population on their own property.
THINGS YOU CAN DO TO HELP CONTROL THE GYPSY MOTH INFESTATIONS
MID-OCTOBER—MID-APRIL: Destroy egg masses.
Destroy egg masses by spraying them with a horticultural dormant oil labeled for gypsy moth egg
masses or by scraping them off and killing them. Spray the oil onto the egg mass until it is soaked.
If you scrape off egg masses, be very careful not to harm the bark of the tree as you could do more
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Eggs can be killed by soaking them in soapy water for 2 days before discarding them in the trash.
Don’t just scrape egg masses onto the ground or try to crush them with your shoe as they will
survive to hatch next spring. Any parts of the egg mass you are unable to scrape off can also hold
surviving eggs.
LATE APRIL: Place barrier bands on tree trunks.
Just after the caterpillars have hatched, when they are small and young, barrier bands will prevent
them from climbing back into trees after ballooning or when they have fallen. Barrier bands can be
purchased or made using duct tape or other nonporous material that can be wrapped around a tree
trunk and coated with a commercially available sticky material such as TangleFoot® or
Vaseline®. NEVER put sticky material directly on the tree trunk. On thin-barked trees, tie butcher
paper or paper bags around the trunk before using the duct tape. The sticky material may need to
be re-applied periodically due to rain and other environmental conditions as well as when the bands
are covered with caterpillars.
Click here to see how to wrap a tree with barrier bands.
EARLY JUNE: Replace barrier bands with collection bands.
Collection bands can be made from medium-weight, neutral-colored cloth or burlap approximately
12–18 inches wide and long enough to completely wrap around a tree. Using a piece of cord or
twine, fasten the middle of the cloth band to the trunk at chest height. Fold the top half of the cloth
down to cover the bottom half. Older caterpillars are attracted to these “skirts” when looking for a
place to hide during the day.
You can also try wrapping the tree trunk with plastic film or cling wrap. This will prevent the
caterpillars from climbing up the tree.
Remove and destroy the caterpillars each day by scraping them into a bucket of soapy water.
CONSIDER THIS...
If each gypsy moth lays a 1000 eggs, and each of these caterpillars then devours one square meter
of tree leaves, you can save 1000 square meters of our beautiful tree canopy by destroying a single
gypsy moth caterpillar.
TO LEARN MORE...
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lymantria_dispar_dispar
https://www.caledon.ca/en/news/gypsy-moth-in-caledon.aspx
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/pest-control-tips/gypsy-moths.html
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/gypsymothinwisconsin/pest-management-2/management-guide-for-homeowners/
http://www.london.ca/residents/Environment/Trees-Forests/Pages/Gypsy-Moth.aspx
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When you spend time at the Camp this summer, remember that you are sharing your
beautiful surroundings with other inhabitants including ticks. Several members have reported tick
bites so far this year. Ticks can carry the bacteria that causes Lyme disease, so make it a daily
routine to thoroughly check for ticks at the end of each day. For more information on Lyme disease
and how to prevent tick bites visit the PEEL PUBLIC HEALTH website.

BUILD US A BIRDHOUSE AND ENTER FOR A
CHANCE TO WIN A $20 VISA GIFT CARD!
Just a reminder that the deadline to enter the BIRDHOUSE DRAW is August 2.
Construction plans for birdhouses can be found on the
Slovenian Summer Camp website.
Please submit your birdhouses to the Committee by August 2nd to have your name included in
the draw for one of five $20 Visa gift cards.
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A male and a female woodpecker
spotted at the Slovenian Summer Camp on Saturday June 27, 2020.

OUR HEROES ON THE FRONT LINES

HOW COVID 19 IS IMPACTING NURSES...
A MESSAGE FROM DAWN SUSMAN
Sadly, I have not been at work since March. My hospital isn’t allowing me to cross the border from
my home in Michigan to my job in Ontario.
Nursing to me is a selfless job. We do it to provide care to the sick, hoping for them to return to their
loved ones.

COVID 19 has
made us nurses step up and be the best we can be during this Translate
crisis. It has made
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many nurses leave their families and stay in hotels, as they do not want to bring the virus home, just
in case they have it. They are working long hours, taking on more roles. I know US nurses would not
change this for anything. This is a profession we all wanted without hesitation...to provide
care...to be there for the sick when their family cannot be. To hold their hand when they know
these may be their final moments. We smile, we cry and we CARE...
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Stay safe and stay healthy!
From across the border,
Dawn

FOOD FOR THOUGHT...

It has been a pleasure to take a culinary journey around the world when preparing lunch for all the hardworking men and
women who have been helping with backbreaking work at the SSC week after week. I am keeping my promise to share
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the recipe for the moussaka I served on one of those work days.
Bon Appetit!
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MOUSSAKA
3 - 4 tbsp olive oil, plus extra for brushing
3 large onions, minced
4 garlic cloves, minced
2 lbs lean ground lamb or beef
sea salt and black pepper
generous 3/4 cup red wine
4 tbsp tomato paste
1 x 28 oz cans plum tomatoes, chopped or pureed
2 cinnamon sticks
1/2 tsp ground allspice
small handful of oregano leaves, minced
2 large eggplants
Cheese Sauce:
1/3 cup butter
1/2 cup all purpose flour
2 1/2 cups whole milk
5 oz cheddar, grated
2 eggs, beaten
Heat the olive oil in a large sauce pan over medium heat. Add the onions and cook until lightly golden brown. Add the
garlic and cook for 30 seconds or until fragrant. Increase the heat and add the ground meat with some salt and pepper.
Cook, stirring until evenly browned. Pour in the wine and let bubble until it has almost evaporated. Add the tomato paste,
cook for a minute or two, then add the tomatoes, cinnamon, all spice and oregano. Simmer for 30 to 35 minutes, stirring
occasionally.
Meanwhile, cut the eggplants into 5/8 inch thick slices. Brush them with olive oil and sprinkle with salt and pepper. Place a
skillet over high heat and pan-fry the eggplant slices in batches, for 2 minutes on each side, until lightly browned.
Preheat the oven to 3500F.
To make the sauce, melt the butter in a saucepan, add the flour and cook stirring for a minute or two. Lower the heat
slightly and whisk in the milk, a little at a time. Allow to simmer gently for 8 to 10 minutes, until the sauce has thickened.
Stir in the grated cheese and some salt. Remove from heat, let cool slightly, then whisk in the eggs.
Arrange a layer of eggplant slices in a deep 8 - cup ovenproof dish, using a third of them. Discard the cinnamon sticks,
then spoon half of the meat sauce over the eggplant layer. Spoon over a third of the cheese sauce. Repeat these layers,
finishing with the last eggplant layer. Spoon the remaining cheese sauce on top. Bake in the oven for 35 to 45 minutes
until the top is golden brown and bubbling. Let stand for 5 to 10 minutes before serving.
Tip: I like to save time by grilling the eggplant on the BBQ or spreading it out on a cookie sheet and roasting it in the oven.
To lighten it up, I only make half the cheese sauce recipe and use it as the top layer only.
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